Regional position on : Food Safety Assessment of Cell Culture Media Components
Agenda Item 10: New Work Proposal – Guideline for the Conduct of Food Safety Assessment of Cell Culture Media Components
The Members lof the NASWP region listed below (the Members) expresses theirits support for proceeding with the proposed new work on the development of a guideline for the conduct of food safety assessment of cell culture media components used in the production of cell-based foods.
The rMembersegion recognizes that cell-based food production represents an emerging area of innovation within food systems, involving novel inputs and processes that may introduce specific food safety considerations requiring structured assessment approaches. As noted in the proposal, certain cell culture media components may not have a prior history of use in food and may remain in the final product, thereby necessitating appropriate risk assessment frameworks  .
In this regard, the development of internationally harmonized guidance under Codex is considered timely and relevant. The Membersregion notes that the absence of such guidance may lead to divergent national approaches, potentially creating barriers to trade and inconsistencies in safety assessment outcomes. Establishing a Codex guideline would support competent authorities in ensuring consumer protection while facilitating fair practices in food trade.
The MembersNASWP region further acknowledges that, although the sector is still developing and trade volumes remain limited, Codex has an important role in proactively addressing emerging technologies, particularly where early guidance can contribute to coherent regulatory development and avoid future fragmentation.
The region also notes positively the proposed use of a science-based, risk analysis approach, including the development of a structured and tiered framework for assessing different categories of cell culture media components, as well as the intention to seek scientific advice from FAO/WHO to support this work.
While supporting the advancement of this new work, the NASWP regionMembers emphasizes the importance of:
· maintaining a clear and appropriately defined scope;
· ensuring alignment with existing Codex risk analysis principles and relevant texts;
· adopting a practical and proportionate approach that can be applied by all Members, including developing countries; and
· ensuring that the work remains focused on food safety considerations.

In conclusion, the NASWP regionMembers supports the approval of this new work proposal and its progression through the Codex step process.

