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Highlights and Decisions from CCFO28

Agenda 

Item

Subject Key Discussion Decisions Step

5 Proposed Draft

Revision To The

Standard For

Olive Oils And

Olive Pomace

Oils (CXS 33-

1981): Revision

Of Sections 3, 8

And Appendix

▪CCFO28 agreed to the amended decision

tree in footnote b as follows: “(b) When a

virgin or extra virgin olive oil naturally has a

campesterol level > 4.0% and ≤ 4.8%, it

may be considered authentic if the

stigmasterol level is ≤ 1.4% and the ∆7-

stigmastenol level is ≤ 0.3%. The other

parameters shall meet the limits set out in

the standard.”

▪One member proposed revising the ∆-7-

stigmastenol decision tree (footnote c) to

accommodate authentic oils from all

regions. While recognizing the need for

more data to inform future decisions,

▪Syria expressed reservations, noting that

some authentic olive oils still fall outside the

existing limits for ∆-7 Stigmastenol

▪Forward the draft

revised Standard

for Olive oils and

Olive Pomace oils

(CXS 33-1981)

(Appendix IX) to

CAC47 for

adoption at Step

5/8;

Adoption at 

step 5/8
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Agenda 
Item 5 



Syria's Objection and Proposal Regarding ∆ECN42 Levels

Objection:

❖ The current provision in footnote c for ∆-7 Stigmastenol, requiring ∆ECN42 ≤ 0.1 for virgin olive oil,

excludes over 40% of Syrian authentic virgin olive oil production.

❖ Syrian virgin olive oil naturally exceeds these limits (∆ECN42 ranges from 0.15–0.16), making compliance

unachievable.

Key Issues:

❖ Lack of flexibility after the removal of the footnote allowing deviations in sterol levels.

❖ Syrian input into international data (e.g., from the International Olive Oil Council) was limited due to 

exclusion during years of conflict.

❖ The decision to adjust campesterol limits in footnote b (to 4.8%) was approved without data, while Syria’s 

request to revise ∆ECN42 was ignored.
Request :

❖ Adjust ∆ECN42 in footnote c to ≤ 0.2,

aligning with section 3.2.2 of the

standard for virgin olive oil.

❖ Alternatively, suspend the application

of footnote c and expand the scope of

the proposed EWG to include sterol

studies and decision tree updates.

Syria commits to providing data for this

effort.
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