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PROVISIONAL AGENDA

Draft standard for fresh dates (At Step 7)




BACKGROUND

India introduced a new

work proposal on a Codex The Committee noted the need for clarification and CAC45 adopted the draft standard for

standard for fresh dates. determined that the proposed draft standard was not
ready to progress in the Step process and Decided to
return the draft standard to Step 2 for further
revision

fresh dates at Step 5

CCFFV19

CCFFV21
@. (2015) A 2019) / A
'~

CCFFV20
(2017) The Committee retained the
30%-85% moisture range
The Committee decided to
establish an EWG chaired by

India, and co-Chaired by Saudi Recommended that the proposed draft standard for Fresh Dates
Arabia. include those unprocessed, fresh dates which have moisture levels

greater than the levels specified in the existing Standard for Dates
(CXS 143-1985). 3

The Committee agreed
to initiate new work




HIGHLIGHTS AND DISCUSSIONS FROM CCFFV22

Packaging
Agreement to include "fresh” in the
title to differentiate it from the
existing CXS 143-1985 standard
for dates

Proposal to limit package
weight to 5-6 kg to prevent
crushing was rejected.

Scope Revision
Clarifications were made to
exclude intentionally processed
dates, aligning with Codex
standards.

Agreement to revise labelling
requirements, replacing
"genotype" with "type" for clarity

Labelling .

Moisture Content Controversy

= Divergent views on retaining the 30%-85% range Discussions on tolerances for
= Arguments included the importance of differentiating fresh and dried defects, including pest ASlp
dates and accommodating all maturity stages (khalal, rutab, tamar). damage and decay

» Proposals to lower the minimum to 20% or 25% or set specific
values based on cultivation types




OTHER CONSIDERATIONS FROM THE CAC45 DISCUSSION

1

The minimum moisture content of
30% lacks robust scientific
justification and appears arbitrarily

1

Adopting the standard at Steps 5/8,
would exclude some date cultivars and
not reflect the reality in the marketplace

chosen to prevent overlap with with negative effects on production and

existing dried date standards. intenational trade;

Soft and semi-soft wvarieties were
considered as fresh fruits and had a

The draft standard should harmonize
with other Codex standards, such as the

moisture content between 20% to General Standard for Dried Fruits and
30%, which should be taken into the existing Standard for Dates (CXS
account to avoid excluding such dates 143-1985).

in the standard;




SUMMARY OF COMMENTS IN REPLY TO CL 2023/84/OCS-FFV
[Issued in October 2023]

Comments submitted by Algeria, Canada, Chile, Egypt, Eritrea, India, Indonesia, Iraq, Jordan, Morocco, Panama,
Qatar, Saudi Arabia, Senegal, Syrian Arab Republic, Tunisia, United Arab Emirates, United Republic of Tanzania, USA
and ICUMSA

PROVISIONS CONCERNING

PROVISIONS CONCERNING

PROVISIONS CONCERNING

PROVISIONS CONCERNING

. PROVISIONS CONCERNING
TOLERANCES




SUMMARY OF COMMENTS IN REPLY TO CL 2023/84/OCS-FFV

A

1. Provisions Concerning Quality

2

-~ — _ Algeria, Egypt Iraq,
]ordan Morocco,
Syria, Tunisa, UAE,

moistute

suggested
content 18 12-85%.




SUMMARY OF COMMENTS IN REPLY TO CL 2023/84/0OCS-FFV

2. Provisions Concerning Sizin . . .
g g 3. Provisions Concerning Tolerances

o Canada: Highlighted the optional nature of o Algeria: Argued for reconsidering tolerances

sizing by count or weight and emphasized for quality defects to align with trade practices.

clearer labeling for size methods. o Eritrea: Proposed:

o Eritrea: Supported optional sizing in line o Zero tolerance for live insects instead of
with trading practices but suggested ensuring "living pests."

proper labeling.

o Re-sorting failled produce to meet
conformity requirements.

o Adding tolerances for glossiness, skin
separation, and inert matter.

o Canada: Recommended defining additional
tolerances clearly, especially for Class II, and
specifying minimum requirements instead of
treating them as tolerances.




SUMMARY OF COMMENTS IN REPLY TO CL 2023/84/0OCS-FFV

5. Provisions Concerning Marking or

4. Provisions Concerning Presentation Labelling
o Eritrea: Proposed containers that are clean, o Algeria: Stressed the need for clear labeling
suitable, and not impermeable to moisture to to distinguish fresh and processed dates.

protect product quality and natural properties. 5 Coedl: Resermimeded wshns fhe Gernsl

o Canada: Recommended clear guidelines on Standard for the Labelling of Non-Retail
presentation standards to align with other Containers of Foods (CXS 346-2021) and
Codex FFV standards. ensuring legible, visible markings on

packages.

o India: Suggested labeling produce explicitly
as "Fresh Dates" to differentiate from dried
dates under CXS 143-1985.

o Eritrea: Highlighted the importance of
consistent labeling with Codex standards for
clarity in trade practices.




SUMMARY

» Further technical discussions are required to refine critical parameters such as moisture
content and quality criteria.

» Ensuring the moisture content is based on robust scientific data rather than arbitrary
thresholds.

» Allowing additional technical discussions to refine the moisture range and quality
parameters for fresh dates.

» Recognizing and accommodating regional terminology and classification practices based on
harvest stages.

» Ensuring the standard is inclusive of diverse date varieties and reflects the realities of
production and trade and meets the needs of all regions.

10




Ngiyabonga
[I ”Mj tesekkiir ederim

CﬂaCT6OLaalala|lava wnaka mauudmm da |(j B nisat ﬂaldles e B
=5 itos dankie =

B =1

=

S ===

malando
= XBana
a c I a S.._. asante manana
obrigada ==
[IZl ku ﬂ nhnurakaluulmun urallas ago (racles

dllﬂle Eulh muchchakﬂ!g"anwain =
sulpay=,
i 14 =(0 4l maith d(d
) []rﬂesgmﬁlﬂu‘kf" 3""""““{""?5,5{'"3 a0 == daujem =

u [ S s bami Elﬂﬂma kagin rine 3 fih thenyaratady w Shisa E MEPCH
= iexie ©
; L\fé’j s cch‘ SRR AR Y T m e [Bl =~ @5y A=l aplall
ARAB CODEX\;Jthl Joiwa Il

IIIIIIIIII

arlh \aat

ayaflalaa

akun dankon €CI

“ _.hedankl

(\<c\




