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BACKGROUND

• Establish criteria for the detection of nitrate
and nitrite ions in a variety of food matrices,
specifically dairy (cheese), meat, and seafood;
and

• Provide information on available methods for
detection that met the established criteria,
and in addition whether the method can
detect both ions and if so whether the
method detects each ion separately or only in
combination.

In its 52nd session (2021), CCFA 
requested CCMAS to:
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RECOMMENDATION 

CCMAS44 is invited to consider the findings highlighted in this report in response to
CCFA’s requests; and:

• consider and agree on the numeric performance criteria for nitrates and nitrites in
Appendix 1 and Appendix 2 and refer these to CCFA for their consideration;

• decide if more work is needed to source applicable methods for Appendices 1 & 2
where none could be identified from Appendix 3; and

• examine the validation data for the methods included in Appendix 3 and whether this
information needs supplementation.
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