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Introduction
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Aim

1- Describe the purpose and 
process of submitting valid 

reservations.

3- State that submitting 
a reservation does not 
undermine a country's 

sovereign choices

2- Emphasize that 
reservations must be 

scientifically justified.



Keep in Mind
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“Adopted Codex Standards are Not mandatory and do not 
require national implementation unless a country chooses to 

do so.”



What are the Codex Acceptance Criteria?
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Type of Acceptance Definition What It Means in Practice When It's Used

Full Acceptance
The Codex standard is adopted 

exactly as it is

The national regulation 

mirrors the Codex standard 

with no changes

When the Codex text fits 

national needs and there's 

high trust in its content

Acceptance with 

Specified Deviations

The standard is adopted but with 

clearly stated and justified 

modifications

Some parts are adjusted (e.g. 

limits, terminology), but the 

intent is preserved

When Codex standards need 

minor changes to fit local 

conditions

Free Distribution

The standard is not adopted into 

law but is allowed to be used 

voluntarily

The government permits 

industry or stakeholders to 

use it, e.g. as a guideline

When a standard is useful but 

formal adoption isn’t feasible 

or necessary



What is the Codex Committee on General Principles (CCGP)?
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Reviews and enforces Codex procedural rules.

Manages cross-cutting issues such as consensus and reservations.

Promotes transparency, inclusiveness, and efficiency in Codex 
standard setting.



Codex Alimentarius Commission Procedural Manual
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Quick Refreshment
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What is a Reservation?

Used when a standard may not align with national science or public health 

data.

A formal, science-based objection to a Codex provision.



When and How Member Countries Express Reservations in Codex
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Step 3-5 Step 6 Step 8

Written comments 

are presented by 

countries via 

Codex Contact 

Points

Objections may be 

noted in the report 

as strong concerns

Countries may enter 

formal reservations 

during committee 

meeting before 

recommendation to 

CAC adoption

• These can be 

statements of concern 

about provisions (not 

formal reservations)

• Verbal reservations

This signals potential 

disagreement ahead of 

final adoption

• Must be science-based

and clearly reference the 

provision in question

• These are recorded in the 

official CAC report as 

formal objections



Elements of a Proper Reservation
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• What provision are you reserving against?Clarity

• Use national risk assessments, scientific evidence, or 
legal context.Justification

• Explain why this doesn’t work nationally.Context

• Recommend an adjustment if possible.
Constructive 
Suggestion

• Submit within Codex procedural deadlines.Timeliness



Common Mistakes in Reservations
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Vague language.

No scientific basis.

Motivated by trade or politics.

Submitted too late in the process.



Key Benefits of Valid Reservations
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1- National Health 
Protection

2- Scientific 
Leadership

3- Influences 
Codex Texts

4- WTO Compliance
5- National 

Stakeholder 
Support

6- International 
Cooperation

7- National 
Sovereignty



Key Takeaways
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❑ Valid reservations strengthen our position, when used 

responsibly.

❑ Science must be the foundation.

❑ Codex respects national sovereignty, this process improves 

mutual understanding and consensus.

❑We need internal coordination to support valid, timely input.



Objectives
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❑ To sensitize the Issue “rocking the boat” and triggering the 
discussions on the better use for reservations.

❑ To develop a Discussion Paper to be submitted to CCGP next 
meeting, that will be held on June 2nd, 2025 - in France.



Committees of Interest
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Codex Committee on 
Contaminants in Foods 

CCCF

Codex Committee on 
Food Additives 

CCFA

Codex Committee on 
Pesticide Residues 

CCPR

Codex Committee on 
Residues of Veterinary 

Drugs in Foods 

CCRVDF



Methodology
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Determine 
Committees

of Interest

Review 
Committee 

report

Review 
CAC Final 
Decision

Examine 
Extracted 

Data

Prepare 
Discussion 

Paper



Why the European Union?
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the EU must coordinate with its Member States to establish a common position before committing to 

international standards.

When internal consensus has not yet been reached, the EU enters a reservation to maintain flexibility 

for future decision-making.

This approach ensures that the EU does not prematurely commit to standards that may later conflict 

with its internal legal frameworks or policies, allowing time for necessary internal consultations and legal 

reviews.​



Extracted Data Spread Sheet Outline
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Timeline and Roadmap
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Step Due Date

Assign Committees 20- April

Review Committee Report and CAC's related Decisions 4-May

Reviewing Extracted Data and Spread Sheet
8-May

Develop a Discussion Paper Draft 15-May

Review and circulate Discussion Paper 22-May



Committees of Interest
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Codex Committee Interested Arab Expert

CCFA Oman + Algeria

CCPR Morocco + UAE

CCRVDF
Qatar + Tunisia




