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WHO 
we are?

Founded in December 2001 and Operated in May 2004
The technical arm of the Cooperation Council, and contributing to the 
implementation of the GCC Economic Agreement of the member states

Saudi Arabia- Riyadh

~ 76  Staff

6 Member States: Emirates, Bahrain, Saudi Arabia, Sultanate of 
Oman, Qatar, Kuwait, and Yemen which joined in January 2010

Regional intergovernmental/Non-Profit Standardization 
Organization



4



5



GSO Family
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تبادل المعلومات–مسح السوق : التطبيقات

Enforcement: Market Surveillance – Information Exchange …

Policies / Institutions / Legal frameworkالإطار القانوني / المؤسسات /السياسات 

البنية التحتية للجودة
Quality infrastructure (QIS) 
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المستهلك-اللاعبين الاقتصاديين -القطاع العام 

بناء القدرات
الأبحاث والدراسات
ييسالتوعية ونشر ثقافة التق



Standard  (Voluntary) ; 95.5%

طوعية-مواصفة قياسية

Conformity assessment procedures

 إجراءات تقييم المطابقة

: وفقا لمخرجات

(based on ISO CASCO deliverables)

Technical Regulations (4.5%) 

     (Mandatory Standards)

لائحة فنية الزامية

     (based on EU Directive)

Gulf work 
outcomes

GSO technical policy is 
internationally oriented

سياسة التوجه الدولي

تبني مخرجات الهيئة وطنيا من قبل الدول الاعضاء
GSO deliverables are taken over nationally 

by GSO members

➢ Total Number of GSO Standards and TR is around 27,000 normative documents, all Sectors'.

➢ Of which only 1200 TR’s. 
➢  Most of these are adopted from ISO, IEC, ASTM, EN, OIML and Codex, OIC….. ets).--- 90%

➢ 52 TC’s for Standards



GSO Standards Development

.
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Gulf/Regional 
Standard

GSO

National 
Standard

International 
Standard

Need for Standards/  

Harmonization

قدم تتنامى الحاجة إلى استمرارية مواكبة الت

ات العلمي والتكنولوجي ، وتطوير المواصف

مع مراعاة الممارسات الدولية والاستدامة، 

لدول، والحد من العوائق الفنية للتجارة بين ا

الوطنية/وموائمة المواصفات الخليجية

وهنا يكمن دور الهيئة

المواصفات 
الدولية

 (ISO مثل)

المواصفات 
الإقليمية

(GSO مثل)

المواصفات 
الوطنية

(SASO مثل)

Development 
of Standard

....تلبي احتياجات الدول 
ائمة مع الممارسات الدولية ومتطلبات الاتفاقيات  ع وتصدير تصني... لغة مشتركة ووسيلة للتفاهم .... متو

.... ، .....نقل التكنولوجيا  ... ،...  واستيراد 
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GSO TECHNICAL COMMITTEES (TC’s) 

General & Steering Committees

SCS • GCC Steering Committee for Standards

GCCA • GCC Committee of Conformity Assessment

SCM • Steering Committee for Metrology

SCIC • Steering Committee for Information Centres

SCNA • Steering Committee for Notification Authority

GBC-HC • Higher Committee for GCC Building Code

GSO-SMEs • GSO Steering Committee of Technical 

Support Center for SMEs

GCC Team for International Relations

Gulf Team for Standardization Strategies

Gulf Laboratories Committee

Gulf Association for Laboratories

Administration Finance Committee

GULFMEDIA

GTIR

GTSS

GLC

GCCLAB

AFC

GM

*All member States are represented in All Technical Committees

ISO-TMB-ATMG - Arabic Translation Management Group



GSO TECHNICAL COMMITTEES (TC’s) 

Main Technical Committees for Standards

TC01 Chemical & Textile Products

TC02 Mechanical Products

TC03 Electrical & Electronics Products

TC04 Metrology

TC05 Food & Agricultural Products

TC06 Construction & Building Materials

TC07 Oil & Gas

TC09
Electric Power Generation, Transmission & 

Distribution

TC10 Water Production, Transport & Distribution

TC11 Medical Devices & Supplies

TC12 Cosmetics & Personal Care

TC13 Renewable energy & Storage Technologies

TC14 Safety of Toys

*All member States are represented in All Technical Committees

TC08 Information & Information Technology

TC15 Halal Products and Services

TC16 Tobacco Products

TC17 Sustainable Buildings

TC18 Environment and Climate Change Standards

GCC-WG-SR • Gulf Team for Social Responsibility

GT-MSSD • Gulf Team for Management Systems and 

Sustainable Development

GT-SCS-DTGS
Gulf Team for Development of Technical Guides for 

Standards

TC19 Tourism and Tourism Services Standards

https://www.gso.org.sa/gd/committees/TECHNICAL/committee/TC04
https://www.gso.org.sa/gd/committees/TECHNICAL/committee/TC14


TC05 Food & Agricultural Products 

TC05-SC1 : GSO Technical Subcommittee for 
Food Labels

TC05-SC2: GSO Technical Subcommittee for 
Additives and Food Contaminants

TC05-SC3: GSO Technical Subcommittee for Organic, 
Functional and Genetically-modified Food

TC15: GSO Technical Committee for Halal 
Products and Services

https://www.gso.org.sa/en/standards/guides-of-technical-work/

TC16: GSO Technical Committee for Tobacco Products 

GSO TC’s for Food Standards

مجموعة عمل 

مواصفات الأعلاف 

الحيوانية

Animal Feed 

Standards

مواصفات التغذية

والأغذية ذات 

الاستخدامات 

التغذوية

 Nutritional 

standards and 

foods for 
nutritional 

uses

مجموعة العمل 

ر الخليجية للدستو

(الكودكس)الغذائي 

 Gulf Codex 

Alimentarius 

Working 

Group

TC05-AFS-
WG3

TC05-NSFNU-
WG2

TC05-CODEX-

WG1 



GSO Steering, Technical Committees and WGs
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GSO 
Gen. & Steering TCs

GSO Main, sub-
Committees and WGs  
in the development of 

Gulf standards

GSO TCs and WGs 
in the development of 

metrology activities 

GSO TCs and WGs 
in the development of 

Conformity Assessment

GSO Building 
Code 

Committees

1
4

1
52

3
5

1
38

3

Number of Technical 
Committees

Number of Members

Types

121 TCs

3376 Members

The total is 52 TCs: (MAIN/ SUB), working groups, TASK FORCE for developing standards
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:الشركاء مشاركة

.جات، تبادل الخبراتتحقيق التوافق على المحتوى الفني للمواصفة في مرحلة الإعداد، سهولة تطبيق، انخفاض تكاليف تصنيع المنت

The regulatory 
and legislative 

bodies

Markets Business sector Consumer
NSBs

PartnersGSO

Industrial 
sectors Universities 

& Research 
Centers

Supporters

سلامة الغذاء وتطوير مواصفاتها مسؤولية مشتركة 

GSO Partners
Stakeholders  المستفيدين والشركاء

GSO Partners: Local, Regional and International levels



Electronic support systems

الأنظمة الالكترونية 

المساندة

Supporting 

Electronic Systems

نظام اللجان الفنية 
الخليجية الالكتروني

GSO TC System

نظام التراسل الالكتروني

Electronic Messaging 

System

نظام مشاريع 
المواصفات

Standards 
Projects

بوابة الاجتماعات 
الالكترونية

Electronic 
Meetings Portal

نظام إدارة بيانات المواصفات

Data management system 

for Standards

متجر المواصفات 
القياسية

Standards Store

نظام البحث الموحد

Unified Search 

System

Technical Terms Dictionary
Participation System, Beneficiary Services Center
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نظام التصويت 
يعالإلكتروني للمشار
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فقدان ثقة السوق

Lost of Market Trust

فقد العملاء

Lost of Customers 

تضارب المصالح

Conflicts of interest

الإرباك

Confusion

التعقيد

Complication

تقليل الجهد والتكلفة والوقت وضمان سلسلة 

التوريد

Reduce confusion, the cost, 

time and ensure supply chain

نظام سهل الفهم للمستهلكين

easy-to-understand 

system for consumers

زيادة عدد العملاء

Increase the customers’ 

number

نمو السوق: بناء الثقة والاهتمام بالمنتجات والخدمات

build trust and interest 

in products: Market Growth

الحيادية والشفافية

Neutrality and 

transparency

A harmonized GSO Standards الفوائد: منظومة موحدة للمواصفات

helps to avoid
يساعد على تجنب 
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Harmonizing the 

requirements of 
Standards

Testing

Certification

Accreditation

Organizing joint 

training programs 

on Halal Standers, 
Certification, 

Accreditation

Organizing 

awareness 

activities on the 

harmonized

Conducting Joint 
Research 

and Studies

Bridging the GAP…Tools المنظومة الموحدة للمواصفات 

الآلية .... تسهم في سد الفجوة 

، موائمة متطلبات المواصفات

والاختبار والاعتماد

التوعية بأهمية وفوائد 

المنظومة لجميع الأطراف
التدريب والتأهيل 

... في مجالات التقييس المختلفة
الأبحاث والدراسات المتخصصة



Development Stages

Standardization Process – GSP approach

A0..7
Planning

• Technical committees initial 

annual workplan

• All stakeholders collaborate into 

projects bank

• Voting and commenting on 

workplan setup

• Multiple levels of validation and 

review

• Final approval by TC

A0

A1

A3

A4

A5

A6

A7

A2 Project Assignment

Versions planning 

TC review

GSO representative review

SCS/TC Approval

Propose Project to Projects Bank

Suggest proposal into Annual Plan

Project Cycle



B1

CD

DS

Prepare Draft

Review and approve by TC Secretary

• Study and comment on draft by TC members
• Evaluate comments and prepare new draft if needed
• Repeat steps until reaching a consensus
• Prepare and submit CD 

• Distribute DS to national related entities for review and public  
commenting

• Receive public comments
• Evaluate comments
• Prepare final draft

• Review & Approve by TC Secretary
• Review by GSO representative
• Review & approved project during TC Meeting
• Modify project FDS if needed
• Final review by TC Secretary & GSO representative

B2

Review & Approve by TC Secretary 

6

5

4

3

2

1

Standardization Process – GSO approach / Development process



FDS

STD

• Review by TC Secretary
• Review by GSO representative
• Review project during TC Meeting
• Modify project FDS if needed
• Final review by TC Secretary
• Final review by GSO Representative 

Submit to SCS for approval (4-6)

• Recommend approval by SCS
• Approval by Technical Council

Approve by MC if it’s a technical regulation9

8

7

Publish on GSO webstore through Standards Management System10

6

https://www.gso.org.sa/store

Standardization Process – GSO approach / Development process



Proposals for new 
Standards

Stakeholders' 
involvement

GSO Plan

Committee Draft 
"CD1,CD2…"

•Within the TC
•Stakeholders 

involvement  
(through NSBs)

Draft of Standard 
"DS1,DS2,…."

•Vote by NSBs
•Stakeholders 

involvement  
(submit 
comments)

Final Draft of 
Standard "FDS"

•Vote by NSBs
•For voluntary 

standard,  
approval by 
majority of NSBs

•For mandatory 
standards (TRs), 
approval by all 
NSBs

Online system facilitates this process

Approval Stage

•Technical 
council & 
Ministerial 
Committee for 
Standardization
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95%

5%

مواصفات قياسية
Standards

لوائح فنية
Technical regulations

104

2044 1943

1179

1933

928

1704

5293

6309

4638

قطاع نظم الإدارة

Management 
Systems Sector

قطاع المعلومات

Information Sector
قطاع الأغذية والزراعة

Food and 
Agriculture Sector

قطاع النفط والغاز

Oil and Gas Sector
ناء د والب قطاع التشيي

Construction and 
Building Sector

قطاع الصحة

Health Sector
قطاع المقاييس

Metrology Sector
قطاع الكهرباء

Electr ical Sector
 

نيكا قطاع الميكا

Mechanical  Sector
قطاع الكيمياء والغزل 

والنسيج

Chemical and 

Texti le Sector

GSO standards/sector

1 1 1 14 24 53 117 181 721 923
2136

5236

16634

OIE JSA API CISPR BSI ECE CODEX OIML ASTM CEN GSO IEC ISO

Standards / Organization
ISO 16961:2015(en): GSO 2057:2010 : Petroleum, petrochemical and natural ga s industries — Internal 
coating and lining of steel storage tanks

ISO 18797-1:2016: (GSO 2273:2012) : Petroleum, Petrochemica l And Natura l Ga s Industries — External Corrosion Protection of Risers By 
Coatings And Linings — Part 1: Elastomeric Coating Systems-polychloroprene or EPDM

Gulf Standards in Figures

Food SectorAll Sectors
ACHIEVED

DOCUMENTDOCUMENT

139326308Standards

5481262T.R.

194127470Total

1330 St + 10 TR + 26 transIn 14 Oct 2024

GSO Achievements & Contributions of St. & TR



XML Transformation
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PublishingEditing
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National Adoptions

Standards Info Management System



GSO WTO\TBT 

Notification –

Procedure (New 

GSO TRs)



GAC
GSO cooperates closely with the Gulf 

Accreditation Center (GAC) to implement 
the Gulf standards and technical 
regulations for Halal needed for the 

approval of halal certification bodies

ADISMO
GSO has contributed to the preparation of 

the Arab Halal Program, adopted by AIDMO 
which refers to Gulf standards and technical 
regulations

IHAF
GSO signed an MoU with the 

International Halal Accreditation 
Forum (IHAF)

SMIIC
GSO signed an MoU with SMIIC, 
and its members effectively 
participate in preparing the Halal 
standards issued by (SMIIC).

OIC
GSO signed an MoU with The 

Muslim World League and coordinates 
with the Islamic Fiqh Council

CODEX
GSO has very close relationship with Codex 

Alimentarius Commission (Codex) and 
attends regularly its meetings.
GSO/TC05-CODEX-WG1

Others:

 Council of Islamic Scholars of   Singapore
Islamic Development Authority of Malaysia
Council of Islamic Scholars of Indonesia 
Muslim World League

GSO Contributions & Cooperation : 
International Level

:التعاون ومساهمات الهيئة

الصعيد الدولي

GCC

IFHAB

IIFA

TC Member’s 

Halal centers
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Integration 
with 

International 
Organizations

Standards Info 
Management 
System



What’s Next ???
سياسة بحث 

وتطوير

GCC

R&I

Policy
مخرجات البحث/ حجم

GCC

Academia 
Research Volume 

/Outputs

رنفقات البحث والتطوي

GCC

Industry R&I 
Expenditure

عوامل تمكني 
أخرى

Other Enablers

تمكين

Standards 
Bodies

Empower

35
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GSO Strategy

MoUsTranslationTCsImplementationStandards

Effectively 

implementation of 
MoUs signed with 

relevant 

organizations

Translation of 

GSO Standards 
and Technical 

Regulations into 

other languages, 

Enhancing the 

technical 
competencies

Following up their 

implementation 
and update.

إصدار مواصفات 

ية قياسية ولوائح فنية خليج

موحدة

توقيع مذكرات التفاهم 

واتفاقيات التعاون مع 

الشركاء

متابعة تطبيقها

والالتزام بها، وتحديثها 

وتلبية متطلبات السوق

تعزيز وتاهيل 

اللجان الفنية 

الخليجية
ترجمة المواصفات 

للغات الأخرى

دعم تشجيع وإتاحة تبني 

المواصفات الخليجية من 

المنظمات الأخرى خارج 

الدول الأعضاء

Developing new 

unified Gulf 
Standards and 

Technical 

Regulations

MoUs

Regional and Int’l 

adoption of GSO 
Standards

Adoption

التوجه الاستراتيجي لهيئة التقييس 



شــــــــكـراً لكــــم

احمد بن احمد البشة. م
Eng.Ahmed A. AL-BASHAH 
Head of Standards - GSO

aalbashah@gso.org.
sa
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