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An international food standard-setting body and the central part of the joint food standards programme
between the food and agriculture organization (FAO) and the world health organization (WHO).

The commission is composed of 189 members, including 188 member states and one member 
organization (EU).

Codex develops international standards for food safety and quality in order to enhance food safety, 
increase its nutritional value to consumers around the world, and reduce barriers to global trade between 

countries.
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Matters of  interest arising from FAO/WHO and from the 96th and 97th meetings of  the joint FAO/WHO expert committee on food 

additives (JECFA) respectively
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Matters of  interest arising from FAO/WHO and from the 96th and 97th meetings of  the joint FAO/WHO expert committee on food 

additives (JECFA) respectively
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Background

CCMAS42 (2023) agreed to start the 
review of methods in the fish and 
fishery products package; 

CCMAS42 recalled that the work of 
the review of methods in the General 
Standard for Methods of Analysis and 
Sampling (CXS 234-1999) is to:

• Remove inconsistencies, 

• Make editorial corrections,

• Check if the methods are still fit for purpose,
and

• Look at the typing.



REVIEW PROCESS
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Listing methods and provisions outlined in the commodity standards developed by the Codex 
Committee on Fish and Fishery Products (CCFFP) (24 in total) and listing the entries for Fish and 
Fishery Products from the CXS 234. 

Verifying if the methods listed in the CCFFP standards are included in the CXS 234. 

Verifying if there are methods listed in CXS 234 without provision in any CCFFP standard. 

Assessing if the listed methods are available and fit-for-purpose, identifying any method that may 
need replacement either due to unavailability or use of specific hazardous chemicals.
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The Committee is invited to:  

i. review Appendix I, consider the proposed recommendations, and suggest 
relevant methods where replacements are recommended;  

ii. endorse the recommended revisions to CXS 234; 

iii. recommend CCFFP to take note of  the revisions and to consider 
additional specific recommendations. 
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