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Investing in science and laboratories is crucial for
developing and maintaining robust food control
systems

Ruba Goussous
Jordan Food and Drug Administration
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Investments play a pivotal role in ensuring food
safety, quality, and security, which are essential for
public health and sustainable development.

key points highlighting the importance of such
Investments:



¢ Enhancing Food Safety:

They enable the identification and control of foodborne pathogens,
contaminants, and adulterants, thereby safeguarding public health.
Investments in advanced technologies and skilled personnel help in
early detection of potential risks, prevention of outbreaks, and
timely intervention measures.
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¢ Ensuring Food Quality and Standards:

These facilities monitor compliance with national and international
food standards. Accurate and reliable data generated by these
laboratories help in preventing fraud, ensuring fair trade practices,
and building consumer trust in the Arab region's food products.



“*Promoting Innovation and Research:

Investments in scientific research and development foster
innovation in the food industry. By establishing well-equipped
laboratories, scientists can explore novel technologies,
develop new products, and improve existing food processing

techniques.
This leads to the creation of value-added products, increased

competitiveness, and improved economic growth in the Arab
region's food sector.



*» Strengthening Requlatory Frameworks:

Science-based laboratories provide critical support to regulatory authorities
in formulating and enforcing food safety regulations and standards. These
laboratories assist in the development of risk assessment methodologies,
setting maximum residue limits, and establishing effective monitoring and
surveillance systems. Through regular inspections and quality assurance
programs, laboratories help ensure compliance with regulatory requirements
and facilitate the harmonization of standards across the Arab region.
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Risk Analysis : Fundamental Pillars of Food Safety System
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*»* Building Capacity and Expertise:

Investments in science education, training, and laboratory
infrastructure enhance the technical capabilities of food control
professionals. Access to modern laboratories enables them to
acquire hands-on experience, develop analytical skills, and stay
updated with emerging trends in food analysis and safety. This
capacity-building aspect is vital for the long-term sustainability
and effectiveness of food control systems in the Arab region.



** Supporting Sustainable Agriculture and Food Systems:

Science-based investments contribute to the development of
sustainable agriculture and food systems.

Laboratories can analyze soil and water quality, assess the impact of
agricultural practices on the environment, and develop strategies for
minimizing resource depletion and pollution. These initiatives promote
the adoption of eco-friendly practices, efficient resource management,
and the production of safe and nutritious food in the Arab.region.



conclusion

Investing in science and laboratories in the Arab region is indispensable
for building robust food control systems.

These investments ensure food safety, quality, and security, promote
innovation, strengthen regulatory frameworks, build expertise, and
support sustainable agriculture and food systems. By prioritizing such
investments, the Arab region can enhance public health, stimulate
economic growth, and meet the evolving challenges of a globalized
food market.
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