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Why Do We Need Analytical Standards?

Analytical standards strengthen 
food regulatory capacity in its 

reliance on analytical results to 

support decision-making
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Codex Direction for Analytical Methods …

qMethods are intended to support food 
regulatory provisions: 
§ Support Compliance by Regulated Parties
§ Support Enforcement by Regulators 

qMethods and their use are therefore 
an integral part of the implementation 
of regulatory provisions 
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Driving for Harmonization Encompasses …
qEnsuring that Methods Used in Support 

of (International) Standards Satisfy 
Common Criteria of Performance 

qCCMAS Principles: 
§ Methods meant to be “international 

methods are intended for the verification 
of Codex Standards”. 

§ “They should be used for reference in 
calibration of methods in use or introduced 
for routine examination and control 
purposes”.
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Codex Procedural Manual 5



Codex Committee on Methods of Analysis and Sampling 

qHas the mandate to approve reference 
methods in support of the application of 
Codex standards

qCodex : is a Risk Management Body and 
seeks advice to develop and Adopt 
Standards 

qAOAC International Methods is one of 
the  Sources for Codex Standard Methods
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CODEX STAN 234-1999 7



Performance Requirements Parameters 

Performance Requirements Parameters 
for chemical quantitative methods:

Analytical Range
Limit of Detection

Limit of Quantitation 
Repeatability

Recovery
Reproducibility
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AOAC Standards Development 
Initiating SMPRs to Final Action Consideration of Methods
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Application to Allergen Methods

Reliance on 
non-traditional 

techniques: 
Mainly ELISA-based 

methods 
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Food Allergen Rules are Multiplying …
qAn increased interest in updating food labeling laws 

or regulations
§ Latin America: Argentina, Columbia, Chile

qAn increasing number of ASEAN countries have 
considered or are undertaking updates to labelling 
requirements to consider Allergens as a priority
§ Issue moving from import/export concern to domestic 

issue
§ Increased awareness of burden of incidents on public 

health systems
q China considering (mandatory) food allergen 

regulations
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AOAC Food Allergen Community Took the Lead .. 12



Establishing a Section of AOAC 
INTERNATIONAL  in the Arab Region



AOAC International 14



Introduction: Arab Region 15

Morocco

Mauritania

Algeria

Tunisia

Libya
Egypt

Syria

Jordan
Iraq

Saudi Arabia

Kuwait

U.A.E
Qatar

Bahrain

Oman

Yemen

Djibouti
Somalia

Comoros

Sudan

Countries of the ARAB Section of AOAC INTERNATIONAL 



16



What Can be Achieved ….Standardized Food Allergen 
Methods for the Arab Region  

qA consensus validation protocol for ELISA-based 
allergen determination methods based on AOAC Protocols 

§ Recognize AOAC Processes and leverage achievements
§ Enabler to Undertake Inter-laboratory validation studies 

for ELISA-based test kits (targeting food allergens) for food matrices 
of interest to the Arab Region

§ Enabler to foster data gathering on allergen methods to 
be submitted for evaluation under the auspices of 
AOAC International 
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Creating Momentum for 

qDeveloping Common Validation Protocols
qFood Allergen Methods as a Pilot for the 

Standard on Arab Food Analytical Methods 

18




