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Learning Objectives – Part One 
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Introduce the make-up of the 
Codex Alimentarius Commission 

Introduce the need to 
International Standards 

The Importance of International 
Standards (Codex standards) in 
International Trade : 

•Relationship to WTO agreements 



Food Security – An Ongoing Challenge
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2050 By 2050 the
World Population
will reach an
estimated 9.6
Billion individuals

2013

Codex website

2 Trillion Dollars of Food 
traded internationally 

2021

World population prospects: 
the 2013 Revision – Highlights and advance 
tables,  Working paper N0 ESA/P/WP228, UN 
Department  of Economic and Social Affairs, 
Population Division, NY

UN report



A Multinational Loaf
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Many food ingredients from a number of countries



Consumer Expectations
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3. Imported foods are produced to

acceptable food standards

comparable to domestic products

1. A safe, nutritious, high quality,

abundant, affordable, and varied

food supply

2. Governments operate effective 

food control systems

Values

Mission

Vision



Codex Vision
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“Where the world
comes together

to create food safety and quality

standards to protect everyone

everywhere.”



Codex Mission
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“Protect consumer

health and promote

fair practices in the

food trade by setting

international, science-

based food safety and

quality standards.”



Codex Core Values
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1. INCLUSIVENESS

2. COLLABORATION

3. CONSENSUS BUILDING

4. TRANSPARENCY



There is a Need ...for International Standards
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International Standards : Leadership for Change 
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Served the international community for close to 6 
decades:

Led the way in transforming food regulatory measures 

Leveling the playing field between nations

Addressing emerging issues

Supporting consumer protection and removing undue 

impediments to trade 

Developing and Adopting Risk Analysis Principles 

Leading role in :

Allergen management

GMO assessment

Nutrition labeling requirements 

Addressing Emerging issues : 

Assessment of radionuclides

Addressing Melamine incident, etc



The program consists of three independent 
but complementary elements:

Joint FAO/WHO Food Standards Program
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FAO and WHO 
collaborated to establish a joint food standards program

Scientific Advice

A standards 
setting body 

(Codex 
Alimentarius 
Commission)

Capacity building/
technical 

assistance

01

0302



Currently consists of : 189 members 
• 188 member countries 
• one member organization (EU)

What is Codex?
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An intergovernmental body established in 1963

Members vs. Observers: 
239 Observers -
• 59 IGOs,
• 164 NGOs,
• 16 UN

The Codex Alimentarius Commission (Codex) is:



What Does Codex Do?
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Coordinate all food standards work at
the international level

Protect the health of consumers
Ensure fair practices in the food trade

E.g.: Fraud, misinformation, misrepresentation

The Codex Alimentarius Commission is 
mandated to develop international food 
standards to :



We owe to Codex the Scientific Foundations of Decisions
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Why are Countries Involved?
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Global movement of foods 
– increased potential for 

transmission of 
contaminants

International standards 
needed to protect the 
health of the consumer 
and to ensure fair 
practices

Foundation for building a 
sound national food control 

system



Forum for Exchange of Information
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Opportunities to 
exchange information/ 
share views/ appreciate 

challenges faced by 
developing countries

Opportunities to keep 
apprised of 

technological and 
regulatory/policy 

developments

Opportunities to 
influence 

development of 
standards



International Regulatory Framework
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World Trade Organization (WTO) - International Court that judges trade disputes:
 Uses Codex standards to evaluate claims of disputing parties
 Use of Codex standards confers assumption of WTO compliance 

Countries have right to not use Codex standards; however,
 Non-Codex based regulation must be based on solid science and health 

risk assessment

If country fails to demonstrate this then 
 WTO may conclude country’s standard is arbitrary and likely a trade barrier 

intended to unfairly block imports from other countries



Sanitary and Phytosanitary Measures Agreement & Agreement on Technical Barriers to Trade 
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SPS identifies Codex standards & 
guidelines as international 
benchmark

Measures taken by countries that 
“conform to” Codex standards 
are “presumed” to be consistent 
with SPS obligations;

Members are strongly encouraged 
to base their national measures on 
international standards (where they 
exist);

Members invited to participate in 
relevant International standard Setting 
Bodies (ISSBs) to the greatest extent 

possible. 

Refers to technical regulations/conformity 
assessment procedures for protecting 
human safety and health

Applies widely (not just food)

Regulations falling under TBT aim to protect 
consumers through information (mainly 
labelling regulations when not related to 
food safety) and promote fair trade practices;

Regulations related to 
classification/essential composition quality 
factors to avoid deceptive practices

Under TBT, Codex is not explicitly references. 
More broadly “Standards developed by 
relevant organizations

Sanitary and Phytosanitary Measures Agreement (SPS Agreement) –
Protects Human/Animal/Plant Health

Agreement on Technical Barriers  to Trade  (TBT Agreement)

SPS Key 
linkages to 
Codex

TBT Key 
linkages to 

Codex
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