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WHO 

we are?
Founded Dec’ 2001 and Operated in May 2004

Saudi Arabia- Riyadh

~ 70  Staff

6 Member States: UAE, Bahrain, KSA, Oman, Qatar, and Kuwait

Regional Intergovernmental Standardization 
Organization (IGO) 



GSO Food  Standards



Objectives of 
developing Gulf 
standards and 

technical 
regulations
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❑Increasing competitiveness of products & services in order to meet 
requirements according to latest products & technological methods

❑Removing technical obstacles to trade and increasing the movement 
of trade exchange between GCC member states.

❑ Consumer protection through standards defined internationally i.e. 
accepted and recognized levels of quality for goods & products.

❑Unifying technical concepts & terminology among member states >> contributes 
to finding common language among GCC manufacturers.



Developing Gulf Standards
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Standardization of 

technical terms

Develop and update 

technical work guides

Proposing GSO Standards 

international projects

Research and studies support 

preparation of GSO Standards
Take advantage of 

feedback 

Activating agreements and 

memoranda of understanding 

with international and regional 

organizations

Support for participation 

in international 

committees

Raising quality of 
GSO Standards 
to international 

level



Based on the requirements of health, safety, performance, environment 
and consumer protection.

ك هل لأداء والبيئة وحماية المست ة وا لام س حة وال ص ى متطلبات ال بناء عل

1

Meets the requirements of industry, import, export, public 
procurement and international trade.

ر والمشتريات العامة و صدي لاستيراد والت صناعة وا ي بمتطلبات ال التجارة يف
.الدولية

2

Meets the requirements of WTO’s TBT/SPS Agreements.
ي بمتطلبات اتفاقيات  Tيف B T  / S P S صة بمنظمة التجارة العالمية  .الخا

3

Adoption of International Standards in their original language; Resolution of GSO Council as a 
fast track measure to develop and increase the total number of Gulf Standards

ي للمع سريع لتطوير وزيادة العدد الإجمال صلية؛ كتدبير  لأ خليجية اعتماد المعايير الدولية بلغتها ا ايير ال
(F a s t T r a c k. )
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GCC Standards Formulation



ISOISO

Major References of Food Standard

CODEX CODEX IECIEC

32% TRs
Technical Regulation

Mandatory 

32% TRs
Technical Regulation

Mandatory VoluntaryVoluntary

O I C  –
S M I I C
O I C  –
S M I I C

633
1321

GSO Standard
GSO FOOD 
Standards

EUEU FDAFDA OIEOIE

National laws, regulations, and decisionsNational laws, regulations, and decisions

1954

Achievements of GSO Standards of Food Regulatory 



GSO contribution for Food at the level of the GCC
▪ Existence of TC’s for Food Standards , including SC’s & WG’s.

▪Membership in GCC Committee for Food Safety.

▪ Participate in development of GCC Unified food law.

▪ Participate in a working group to develop a rapid GCC warning system for food.

▪ Participate in a working group to develop mechanisms application procedures manual controls on imported 
food.

▪GCC Membership of GCC the Tobacco Control (Gulf Health Council)

▪GCC Membership  of Nutrition and Micronutrients Committee

▪ Introductory seminars and training courses of various areas related to health, food , food safety and 
halal….etc.

▪Other



GSO TECHNICAL 

COMMITTEES 

(TC’s) 

*All member States are represented in these Technical Committees

TC01 Chemical & Textile Products

TC02 Mechanical Products

TC03 Electrical & Electronics Products

TC04 Metrology

TC05 Food & Agricultural Products (It has 4 sub-committee)

TC06 Construction & Building Materials

TC07 Oil & Gas

TC08 Information & Information Technology

TC09 Electric Power Generation, Transmission & Distribution 

TC10 Water Production, Transport & Distribution 

TC11 Medical Devices & Supplies

TC12 Cosmetics & Personal Care

TC13 Renewable energy & Storage Technologies

TC14 Safety of Toys

TC15 Halal Products & Services

• GCC Steering Committee for Standards

• GCC Committee of Conformity Assessment

• Steering Committee for Metrology

• Steering Committee for Information Centres

• Steering Committee for Notification Authority

• GCC Lab

• Higher Committee for GCC Building Code

• Gulf Team for Standardization Strategies

……

The total is 44 TCs
(MAIN/ SUB), working 

groups, TASK FORCE 
for developing 

standards

Main Technical Committees for Standards

https://www.gso.org.sa/gd/committees/TECHNICAL/committee/TC01
https://www.gso.org.sa/gd/committees/TECHNICAL/committee/TC02
https://www.gso.org.sa/gd/committees/TECHNICAL/committee/TC03
https://www.gso.org.sa/gd/committees/TECHNICAL/committee/TC04
https://www.gso.org.sa/gd/committees/TECHNICAL/committee/TC05
https://www.gso.org.sa/gd/committees/TECHNICAL/committee/TC06
https://www.gso.org.sa/gd/committees/TECHNICAL/committee/TC07
https://www.gso.org.sa/gd/committees/TECHNICAL/committee/TC08
https://www.gso.org.sa/gd/committees/TECHNICAL/committee/TC11
https://www.gso.org.sa/gd/committees/TECHNICAL/committee/TC12
https://www.gso.org.sa/gd/committees/TECHNICAL/committee/TC13
https://www.gso.org.sa/gd/committees/TECHNICAL/committee/TC14
https://www.gso.org.sa/gd/committees/TECHNICAL/committee/TC15
https://www.gso.org.sa/gd/committees/GENERAL/committee/GULFLAB
https://www.gso.org.sa/gd/committees/GBC/committee/GBC-HC


TC05 Food & Agricultural Products 

TC05-SC1 : GSO Technical Subcommittee for Food Labels

TC05-SC2: GSO Technical Subcommittee for Additives and Food 
Contaminants

TC05-SC3: GSO Technical Subcommittee for Organic, Functional and 
Genetically-modified Food

TC05-SC4: GSO Technical Sub-Committee for Tobacco Products

GSO Technical 
Committees for 
Food Standards

TC15: GSO Technical Committee for Halal Products and 
Services

https://www.gso.org.sa/en/standards/guides-of-technical-work/



Structure

GSO Technical Committees for Standards



Propose

TC-SC

Prepare

Distribute

Vote &

enroll

Approval

Establish

Online system facilitates this process

GSO Technical Committee Formation

TC 
meeting



➢A ll fo o d  a n d  a g r ic u ltu r a l p r o d u c ts  o f a ll 
k in d s

➢S u p p le m e n ta r y  S ta n d a r d s F o o d  :
➢H y g ie n ic  re q u ir e m e n ts .
➢E x p ir a tio n  p e r io d s .
➢L a b e lin g
➢M ic r o b io lo g ic a l c r ite r ia
➢F o o d  a d d itiv e s
➢F o o d  c o n ta m in a n ts .
➢S to r a g e  a n d  tr a n s p o r ta tio n
➢F o o d  p a c k a g in g
➢G e n e r a l m e th o d s  o f te s ts  &  a n a ly s is  fo r  

fo o d  p r o d u c ts
➢ c o n c e p ts  a n d  te c h n ic a l te r m s .

The GSO Standards

C
o

ve
rs



Proposals for new 
Standards

Stakeholders' 
involvement
GSO Plan

Committee Draft 
"CD1,CD2…"

• Within the TC
• Stakeholders' involvement  

(through NSBs)

Draft of Standard 
"DS1,DS2,…."

• Vote by NSBs

• Stakeholders' 
involvement  (submit 
comments)

Final Draft of 
Standard "FDS"

• Vote by NSBs

• For voluntary standard,  
approval by majority of 
NSBs

• For mandatory standards, 
approval by all NSBs

Approval Stage

• Technical council & Board of 
Directors

Online system facilitates this process

Preparing & developing 
the GSO standard



Standards Development in GCC

Stakeholders' involvement 
in GSO activates

GSO Standards

Great things happen when the world agrees



Stakeholdersالمستفيدين والشركاء
GSO Partners: Local, Regional and International levels

The regulatory 
and legislative 

bodies

Markets Business sector Consumer
NSBs

PartnersGSO

Industrial 
sectors Universities 

& Research 
Centers

Supporters



➢Allow participation of parties concerned in standards 
both public & private (Stakeholders) thru NSB’s to 
contribute to the following:

▪Participate in work of TC’s or SC’s or task forces .

▪Participation in activities of National TC Member States and 
corresponding technical committees Gulf .

▪Propose draft standards and technical regulations Gulf that 
have a high priority and urgent need .

▪Contributing study projects  w.r.t. standards & TR’s and 
comments during specified period.

Stakeholders' 
involvement in 
GSO activates



GSO’s Standards of transporting, preserving & storing food

• GSO 1416:2002 “F o o d  s a m p le s  

re fills  ta k e n  fo r  a n a ly s is ” .

• GSO 714:2021 “T r a n s p o r ta tio n  

R e g u la tio n s  o f L iv e s to c k  b y  
R a il,  R o a d  a n d  S h ip s ” .

• GSO 2231:2012 “G e n e r a l 

R e q u ir e m e n ts  fo r  th e  
m a te r ia ls  in te n d e d  to  c o m e  
in to  c o n ta c t w ith  fo o d ’ .

• O th e r s

• GSO 1416:2002 “F o o d  s a m p le s  

re fills  ta k e n  fo r  a n a ly s is ” .

• GSO 714:2021 “T r a n s p o r ta tio n  

R e g u la tio n s  o f L iv e s to c k  b y  
R a il,  R o a d  a n d  S h ip s ” .

• GSO 2231:2012 “G e n e r a l 

R e q u ir e m e n ts  fo r  th e  
m a te r ia ls  in te n d e d  to  c o m e  
in to  c o n ta c t w ith  fo o d ’ .

• O th e r s

For Example 

✓ GSO 323:1994 “G e n e r a l re q u ir e m e n ts  fo r  

tr a n s p o r ta tio n  a n d  s to r a g e  o f c h ille d  
a n d  fr o z e n  fo o d s .

✓ GSO 2504:2016 “G e n e r a l re q u ir e m e n ts  fo r  

th e  tr a n s p o r ta tio n  o f fo o d  ( N o n -c h ille d  
a n d  fr o z e n ) ”

✓ GSO 168:1994 “R e q u ir e m e n ts  o f S to r a g e  

F a c ilitie s  fo r  D r y  a n d  C a n n e d  
F o o d s tu ffs ” .

✓ GSO 1330:2002 “R e q u ir e m e n ts  fo r  
tr a n s p o r ta tio n  o f b r o ile r s ” .

For Example 

✓ GSO 323:1994 “G e n e r a l re q u ir e m e n ts  fo r  

tr a n s p o r ta tio n  a n d  s to r a g e  o f c h ille d  
a n d  fr o z e n  fo o d s .

✓ GSO 2504:2016 “G e n e r a l re q u ir e m e n ts  fo r  

th e  tr a n s p o r ta tio n  o f fo o d  ( N o n -c h ille d  
a n d  fr o z e n ) ”

✓ GSO 168:1994 “R e q u ir e m e n ts  o f S to r a g e  

F a c ilitie s  fo r  D r y  a n d  C a n n e d  
F o o d s tu ffs ” .

✓ GSO 1330:2002 “R e q u ir e m e n ts  fo r  
tr a n s p o r ta tio n  o f b r o ile r s ” .



GSO  vs. CODEX
120 + Standards 

• GSO CAC/GL 25:2021 “G u id e lin e s  fo r  th e  

E x c h a n g e  o f In fo r m a tio n  b e tw e e n  
C o u n tr ie s  o n  R e je c tio n s  o f Im p o r te d  
F o o d s ” .

• GSO CAC/GL 79:2021 “G u id e lin e s  o n  th e  

A p p lic a tio n  o f G e n e r a l P r in c ip le s  o f 
F o o d  H y g ie n e  to  th e  C o n tr o l o f V ir u s e s  
in  F o o d ” .

• GSO CAC/GL 88:2021 “G U I D E L I N E S  O N  

T H E  A P P L I C A T I O N  O F  G E N E R A L  
P R I N C I P L E S  O F  F O O D  H Y G I E N E T O  
T H E  C O N T R O L  O F  F O O D B O R N E  
P A R A S I T E S ” .

• GSO CAC/GL 89:2021 “P r in c ip le s  a n d  

g u id e lin e s  fo r  th e  e x c h a n g e  o f 
in fo r m a tio n  b e tw e e n  im p o r tin g  a n d  
e x p o r tin g  c o u n tr ie s  to  s u p p o r t th e  
tr a d e  in  fo o d .

• GSO CAC/GL 25:2021 “G u id e lin e s  fo r  th e  

E x c h a n g e  o f In fo r m a tio n  b e tw e e n  
C o u n tr ie s  o n  R e je c tio n s  o f Im p o r te d  
F o o d s ” .

• GSO CAC/GL 79:2021 “G u id e lin e s  o n  th e  

A p p lic a tio n  o f G e n e r a l P r in c ip le s  o f 
F o o d  H y g ie n e  to  th e  C o n tr o l o f V ir u s e s  
in  F o o d ” .

• GSO CAC/GL 88:2021 “G U I D E L I N E S  O N  

T H E  A P P L I C A T I O N  O F  G E N E R A L  
P R I N C I P L E S  O F  F O O D  H Y G I E N E T O  
T H E  C O N T R O L  O F  F O O D B O R N E  
P A R A S I T E S ” .

• GSO CAC/GL 89:2021 “P r in c ip le s  a n d  

g u id e lin e s  fo r  th e  e x c h a n g e  o f 

For Example 

• GSO CAC/MRL 2:2021 “M A X I M U M  R E S I D U E  

L I M I T S  ( M R L s )  A N D  R I S K  M A N A G E M E N T  
R E C O M M E N D A T I O N S  ( R M R s )  F O R  
R E S I D U E S  O F  V E T E R I N A R Y  D R U G S  IN  
F O O D ” .

• GSO CAC/MISC 5:2013 “G lo s s a r y  o f T e r m s  a n d  

D e fin itio n s  ( V e te r in a r y  D r u g s  R e s id u e s  in  
F o o d s ) ” .

• GSO CODEX STAN 53:2021 “S T A N D A R D  F O R  

S P E C I A L  D I E T R Y  F O O D  W I T H  L O W -
S O D I O U M  C O N T E N T  ( I N C L U D I N G  S A L T  
S U B S T I T U T E S ) ” .

• GSO CODEX STAN 107:2021 “G E N E R A L  

S T A N D A R D  F O R  T H E  L A B E L L I N G  O F  
F O O D  A D D I T I V E S  W H E N  S O L D  A S  
S U C H ” .

For Example 

• GSO CAC/MRL 2:2021 “M A X I M U M  R E S I D U E  

L I M I T S  ( M R L s )  A N D  R I S K  M A N A G E M E N T  
R E C O M M E N D A T I O N S  ( R M R s )  F O R  
R E S I D U E S  O F  V E T E R I N A R Y  D R U G S  IN  
F O O D ” .

• GSO CAC/MISC 5:2013 “G lo s s a r y  o f T e r m s  a n d  

D e fin itio n s  ( V e te r in a r y  D r u g s  R e s id u e s  in  
F o o d s ) ” .

• GSO CODEX STAN 53:2021 “S T A N D A R D  F O R  

S P E C I A L  D I E T R Y  F O O D  W I T H  L O W -
S O D I O U M  C O N T E N T  ( I N C L U D I N G  S A L T  
S U B S T I T U T E S ) ” .

• GSO CODEX STAN 107:2021 “G E N E R A L  

S T A N D A R D  F O R  T H E  L A B E L L I N G  O F  



GSO CODEX  Standards

✓ GSO CAC/GL 92:2021 “Guidelines for Risk Analysis of Instances of Contaminants in Food 

Where There Is No Regulatory Level of Risk Management Framework Established”.

✓ GSO CAC/GL 19:2021 “PRINCIPLES AND GUIDELINES FOR THE EXCHANGE OF 

INFORMATION IN FOOD SAFETY EMERGENCY SITUATIONS”.

✓ GSO CAC/GL 34:2021 “Guidelines for the development of equivalence agreements regarding 

food imports and exports inspection and certification systems”.

✓ GSO CAC/RCP 49:2021 “Code of Practice Concerning Source Directed Measures to Reduce 

Contamination of Foods with Chemicals”.

✓ GSO CAC/RCP 46:2021 “Code of Hygienic Practice for Refrigerated Packaged Foods with 

Extended Shelf Life”.

✓ GSO CAC/GL 92:2021 “Guidelines for Risk Analysis of Instances of Contaminants in Food 

Where There Is No Regulatory Level of Risk Management Framework Established”.

✓ GSO CAC/GL 19:2021 “PRINCIPLES AND GUIDELINES FOR THE EXCHANGE OF 

INFORMATION IN FOOD SAFETY EMERGENCY SITUATIONS”.

✓ GSO CAC/GL 34:2021 “Guidelines for the development of equivalence agreements regarding 

food imports and exports inspection and certification systems”.

✓ GSO CAC/RCP 49:2021 “Code of Practice Concerning Source Directed Measures to Reduce 

Contamination of Foods with Chemicals”.

✓ GSO CAC/RCP 46:2021 “Code of Hygienic Practice for Refrigerated Packaged Foods with 

Extended Shelf Life”.



Annual Committee Plan; For the year to come 2022
GSO/TC05 Food & Agricultural Products & 4 sub-committee

More than 81 projects 
For Example 

➢ Guidelines for Marketing Requirements of Food directed to Children.

➢ Trans Fat (Update GSO 2483)

➢ FERMENTED MILK PRODUCTS HEAT TREATED AFTER FERMENTATION (LONG LIFE) 

(Update GSO 2519)

➢ Ultra-High Temperature Milk (long life) (Update GSO 1347)

➢ Food products — Guidance on how to express vitamins and their vitamers content (ISO 

23304)

➢ Requirements for handling of ready-to-eat-foods (Update GSO 1909)

➢ Expiration dates for food products - Part 1+2 : (Update GSO 150-1 & GSO 150-2)

For Example 

➢ Guidelines for Marketing Requirements of Food directed to Children.

➢ Trans Fat (Update GSO 2483)

➢ FERMENTED MILK PRODUCTS HEAT TREATED AFTER FERMENTATION (LONG LIFE) 

(Update GSO 2519)

➢ Ultra-High Temperature Milk (long life) (Update GSO 1347)

➢ Food products — Guidance on how to express vitamins and their vitamers content (ISO 

23304)

➢ Requirements for handling of ready-to-eat-foods (Update GSO 1909)

➢ Expiration dates for food products - Part 1+2 : (Update GSO 150-1 & GSO 150-2)



Annual Committee Plan; For the year to come 2022
GSO/TC05 –Sub’s & HALAL 

➢ Labeling of prepackaged food stuffs (Update GSO 9).

➢ Traffic light labelling (New).

➢ Nutritional labeling guide for prepackaged food products (New).

➢ CODEX CLASSIFICATION OF FOODS AND ANIMAL FEEDS (New: CAC CXA 4).

➢ Contaminants And Toxins In Food And Feed (Update GSO 193:2021)-CODEX 193

➢ Additives Permitted for Use in Food Stuffs (Update GSO 2500:2021)- CODEX 192

➢ Class Names & Int. Numbering System for Food Additive (New: CAC CXG 36).

➢ ==============================

➢ HALAL Standards (New + Update + Translation)

➢ Labeling of prepackaged food stuffs (Update GSO 9).

➢ Traffic light labelling (New).

➢ Nutritional labeling guide for prepackaged food products (New).

➢ CODEX CLASSIFICATION OF FOODS AND ANIMAL FEEDS (New: CAC CXA 4).

➢ Contaminants And Toxins In Food And Feed (Update GSO 193:2021)-CODEX 193

➢ Additives Permitted for Use in Food Stuffs (Update GSO 2500:2021)- CODEX 192

➢ Class Names & Int. Numbering System for Food Additive (New: CAC CXG 36).

➢ ==============================

➢ HALAL Standards (New + Update + Translation)



GSO WTO\TBT Notification –Procedure (New GSO TRs)

Why GSO unified WTO Notification?
➢ Reducing time and effort needed by Member States in notification process.
➢ A single notification instead of 7 identical notifications (cause confusion among members within 

WTO).
➢ Avoid unnecessary duplication of work
➢ Expedite process of receiving technical notes and responding to inquiries.
➢ Easier to follow-up notifications.
➢ Significant reduction in time-frame of completion of GSO technical regulations.

• Cooperative relationship  GSO and WTO/TBT& SPS committees (MOU).
• GSO observer member of WTO/TBT & SPS committees
• Participates in Annual meetings
• Consolidated Notice (Agreed) for 6-countries





Functional Risk on Regional Regulatory Scale

Manage of 
F&A

Intermixed

Other 
Regional 
Industrial 

Sectors

EE, Mech., 
Chemical, 

Energy, 
Construction 

…Etc

Defocused 
Efforts & 
Process 
Stream 

Hamper 
Regional 
Role of 

F & Agri. 
Regional 

Focal Point 
with 

Deliverables

Codex 
Reg. 

Office

Build 
CoE

For 
Food & 

Agri. 
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➢GSO Standards & TR for Food among most important 
Gulf Standards Applicable to Food Products.

➢GSO ambition in up taking its regional role for Codex-
Mena Initiative to stream-line overall F&A regional 
activities Vs. Codex.

➢Aligned // UN-SDG’s (Built-in Mandates).

➢Public & private sectors  (Stakeholders) invited to join  

GSO standards development Process.

Conclusion
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THANK YOU


