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PART 1

Why Harmonize
Food Standards?
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Food: A Needed, Heavily Traded Commodity...

Food Security : An Ongoing Challenge

By 2050 the World Population will reach an
estimated 9.6 Billion individuals
= UN report 2013: World population prospects:
the 2013 Revision — Highlights and advance tables,

Working paper NO ESA/P/WP228, UN Department
of Economic and Social Affairs, Population Division, NY

Food is One of the Most Traded Commodities
2 Trillion Dollars of Food traded internationally (Codex website, 2021)
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A Multinational Loaf

Many food ingredients from a number of countries

CELLULOSE. CONTAINS 2% OR LESS OF EACK OF THE FOLLOWING: HONEY,CALCIUM SULFATE, VEGETABLE OI (SOYBEAN ANDIOR COTTONSEED OILS, SALT, BUTTER (CREAM, SALT), DOUGH CONDTIONERS (VAY CONTAIN ONE OR MORE OF THE FOLLOMING: MONC-AND DIGLYCERIDES, ETHOXYLATED MOKO- AND Dl ACID, ENTYNES,

INGREDIENTS: EARICHED BLEACHED FLOUR [WHEAT FLOUR, MALTED BRLEY FLOUR: NOACH, IRON, THIAMIN NONONITRATE (YTAMIN 1) 21 FOUCACID], WATER, WHOLE GRAINS [WHOLE WHEAT FLOUR, BROWN RICE FLOUR (RICE FLOUR, RCE BRAN), HiGH FRUCTOSE CORN SYRUP, WHEY, WHEATIGLUTEN, YEAST,
qum Mmemxmwm\msmmmmmmmmmm LFATE), CORN STARCH, NATURAL FLAYOR, WMNSOYEWHIHSUYHWR

|
GUAR GUM CALCIUM PROPIONATE HONEY FLOUR ENRICHMENTS BETA-CAROTENE VITAMIN D3 WHEAT GLUTEN

India Netherlands China, Vietnam, Brazil, Uruguay, India, Canada, Mexico, Argentina China Switzerland China France, Poland, Russia, Netherlands, Australia
—— — B EAE = B Ed B n —
i —_— S
— —m x = mmam + [ —
= === 2 ) z = .
Guar gum is used Calcium l * I . Q,. Flour enrichments are Beta-carotene is Vitamin D3 is a
to keep bread propionate is a  E— required to replenish the added 1o provide a supplement used to w1
moist. This white mold inhibitor. vitamins lost in the milling color to the bread aid in calcium
powder is ground This powdery Honey is increasingly used as a natural sweetener, process. According to and crust. This absorption. China Wheat gluten is added to the bread to
from guar plant preservative is and domestic supplies can fall short, It is produced by Sara Lee, the industry has artificial coloring is Is one of the help keep its structure and shape.
seed pods primarily manufactured in small-scale beekeepers, so Sara Lee purchases it consolidated, limiting its available from many leading suppliers of Sara Lee uses many suppliers to meet
grown in India. many countries. from multiple countries to meet its needs. options for suppliers. countries. vitamins. its needs.
Sowrce: Sara Lee Photogragd by Toay Cenicola/The New York Times
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Consumer Expectations

A safe, nutritious, high quality, abundant,
affordable, and varied food supply

Governments operate effective food
control systems

Imported foods are produced to
acceptable food standards comparable to
domestic products
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International Standards : Leadership for Change

dServed the international community for close to 6 decades :

= Leveling the playing field between nations
= Addressing emerging issues

= Supporting consumer protection and removing undue impediments to trade
dLed the way in transforming food regulatory measures :

= Developing and Adopting Risk Analysis Principles
= Leading rolein:

o Allergen management

o GMO assessment /
o . . cuu pLi g
o Nutrition labeling requirements \ ﬂ

= Addressing Emerging issues :

_'—

FAD/WHO Food Standards - Nermes Alimentaires FAQO/OMS - Normas Alimentarias FAD/OMS

o Assessment of radionuclides

o Addressing Melamine incident, etc.
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Joint FAO/WHO Food Standards Program

(JFAO and WHO collaborated to establish a joint food standards
program

Food and Agriculture
' %/ -] Organization of the
[/ United Nations

JThe program consists of three independent
but complementary elements: g,r‘;

1. Scientific Advice
2. A standards setting body (Codex Alimentarius Commission)

23} World Health
V ¥ Organization

3. Capacity building/technical assistance
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What is Codex?

The Codex Alimentarius Commission (Codex)
dlIs an intergovernmental body established in 1963

dCurrently consists of 188 member countries and
one member organization (EU) = 189 members

dMembers vs. Observers: 239 Observers - {2
59 I G OS, 1 64 N G O S, 1 6 U N ] | FAQ/WHO Food Standards - Normes Alimentaires FAO/OMS - Normas Alimentarias FAD/OMS
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What Does Codex Do?

JThe Codex Alimentarius Commission is
mandated to develop international food
standards to :

= Protect the health of consumers

" Ensure fair practices in the food trade

o E.g.: Fraud, misinformation, misrepresentation

(JCoordinate all food standards work at
the international level
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How Does Codex Do Its Work?

dCodex develops its standards, guidelines and recommendations through the use of subsidiary bodies.
dCodex has 4 types of subsidiary bodies, each hosted by a member country, established to carry out its work:
1. General subject or “Horizontal” Committees

= Relevance for all food commodities

= E.g. Codex Committee on Food Labelling (CCFL)

= E.g. Codex Committee on Food Additives (CCFA) C O D E X

2.  Commodity specific or “Vertical” Committees: ALIMENTARIUS

Develop standards for specific foods or classes of food International Food Standards
= E.g. Codex Committee on Fats and Qils (CCFO) — e
= E.g. Codex Committee on Fish and Fishery Products (CCFFP) @Organization o Uniced Rations

3. Ad Hoc Intergovernmental Task Forces
UTime limited and address emerging issues
4. FAO/WHO Regional Coordinating Committees
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Importance of Codex: Sanitary and Phytosanitary Measures Agreement

Sanitary and Phytosanitary Measures Agreement (SPS
Agreement) — Protects Human/Animal/Plant Health

SPS Key linkages to Codex:

= SPS identifies Codex standards & guidelines as
international benchmark.

= Measures taken by countries that “conform to” Codex
standards are “presumed” to be consistent with SPS
obligations;

= Members are strongly encouraged to base their national
measures on international standards (where they exist);

= Members invited to participate in relevant International
standard Setting Bodies (ISSBs) to the greatest extent

possible.
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We owe to Codex the Scientific Foundations of Decisions

International Risk Assessment International Risk Managei

« JECFA (food additives, veterinary
drug residues, contaminants in food)

Scientific
~ CODEX ALIMENTARIUS

advice COMMISION
* JMPR (pesticide residues in food)

t
* JEMRA (microbiological hazards in Ragueske ful

advice, risk

assessment
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One of the Largest Forum for International Collaboration

- Leveling the Playing Field in Food
Regulatory Oversight
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/ | ' Food
gy | Control

~ The Level of

Engagement in

Systems

Codex is
Representative of
the Level of
Maturity of the
Food Control System
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Improving Performance of the National Codex Program Capacity

One of the Objectives to Enhance Food Control Systems

Diagnostic tool

for assessing status
of National Codex

Programmes Availability of Tools to Assess the Performance of Codex Programs
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Methodology Followed to Assess Performance / Participation

REP20CAC

Proposals for New Work (Agenda ftam 8)

e S EDgIEN Frangais Espaol

CODEX ALIMENTARIUS CEES—O e ——

7. For this commtes, CAC43 considered the following items: Final adoptio; Praposals far new work; and
] EXEC

INTERNATIONAL FOOD STANDARDS

Food and.
@z

Regional Standard for Mixed Zaatar

World Health
Organization "

support caces
¢ World Food Safety Day CCFA and COFL

B0, CACA? spproved the new work propossl.
Discontinustion of Work (Agenda Hem 9)
about "Regional standard for fabrieh

Mestrgs

JUse of Codex Committee Reports:

Final Adoption of Codex Texts (Aganda Item 5

acopted the ragional standard st Siep 8 noting that it woud ba pubished following endorsemant by

1. CACED daconinuss o orgong wrk o dseop  egons sander forlsonen

‘SPECIAL DIETARY

B2 For this commitos, CACA3 considersd tho following lems: Final Adopicn, Adopbon at Step 5. and
e,

Final Adoption of Codex Texts (Agenda item 5
Incusion of 004 acdtves provisions n CXS 72-1081

72-1981).

L]
CACdd virtual 061112020 "
Faport: XA
U ——
P e o e et o o oo S 5z o s,
) e I
posel
— | = |euowss Ve et et i 5 s s . e e
Raport: v considaration of the:
AC40 U7r201: YV vy + name of the product especially with regard to the use of the term *drink” which could be misieading
cLill R A

. . - ’ ’ L ‘v
[ —
85 One Membe, suppoied by Obsarvers aso progosed thl rfersnces o WHO cocuments and WHA
Tesdiions 5 nckiind n he ce 18 W hs Sancr for o Fomuda v Formiass o Specil
Nt Pposes (CXS 72108

o
‘and that cross promobon was nol suficently addrossed in the labeling section. Som
o

roducts were necessary.
' Mermbers noted the
o

progress made by
progress.

CODEX ALIMENTARIUS COMMISSION

200435 Rev-1: CUCAC 0439 A0t 1: CXICAC 2043 10; REPAVEXECE REPTINE

(v, the Prkpines, Thallnd), CRDS (W, he Prlpores, Tl CRO (s, e Phiippiss), CRD3 (nis)
‘G011 {Argaina) CRO18 (indoness) CRDG0(Afican Urion), CROZ2 (Danican Repubic, GRDZ3 (Senegal. CRO24

C2 REP2UNFSOU

~CxCAC Ay
E = EXICAC 201634-Re. 1, CUCAC 20435 Rev- 1, CXICAC 2036; CXCAC 20U37.Rev. 1, CXICAC 204310, CRD2
Food and Agriculture World Health E
Drga:dizatio« of the Organization (aianc); CRO2S (Niearagus, CRD 26 {Ecuado); REP20EXE
United Nations
Viale delle Terme d| Caracalla. 00153 Roma. Italy - Tel: {+38} 06 57051 - E-mal: codexgac crg - waw. org
REP20/CAC
September-November 2020

ANTIGUA AND BARBUDA
Na. Soange Saptate

B Buresu of Siandarcs
St dois

M. Jonah Davis Omond
Ragstar Pesicices tnd Tosic Chamicals

JAssess the Level of Participation in

MEMBERS NATIONS AND MEMBER ORGANIZATIONS

Arva Somendle
Asssta Secreary

dex Proceedings from the Region R

CODEX ALIMENTARIUS COMMISSION ‘Cludad Autbnoma DE Buenos Aves

Canberra

M. Ushs Srvam-Prassd

Sta Mara Caruto

Ganarst Manager
Food Siandarcs Austrsta New Zealand (FSANZ)

A Catos Evgaio At v
Forty-third Session ;‘;’:‘y"““" Department of Agricuire, Water and the Enveronment
Virtual Martinez, Buenos Ares Conbere.
M M e v M. Mark Boots
. 24— 26 September, 12, 19 October and 5-6 November 2020 :: :"‘“ ey et Exsute Oficer
uantitatively s B
e A e s s =g

Cooranadors General de Vighanciay Arta e
Resisucny Contamantes

REPORT SENASA
Secretaria CCFH Nackns
Bueros Ares

. Mt Coligns
Mogyp

" Qualitatively, based on type of interventions

Buenos Akes

AUSTRIA
Mty of Agrcuure, Regions and Tourtam
Viema

M. K Gromann
Head of Unit

Federal Miisty of ol
Viewa

AZERBALIAN

M. Fusd Mardyev
Food Saley Agency of T Republicof Azssbatan
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Why is Participation a Good |Indicator

JSupports Continued Engagement

" To Anticipate changes in standards and
adapt the national regulations

" To exchange information and
share views on food safety and quality issues.

(dBeing part of the decision making-process

" Presenting the Country Position
* Making sure that the international standards accounts for the national reality

" Proposing changes or new standards to the benefit of the country, region,
and/or agrifood production Sector — Supports the Development of the Sector
and Market Access Opportunities
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Methodology Applied

U Systematic review of meeting reports from 2010 to 2021

CCCF - Codex Committee on Contaminants in Foods

CCRVDF - Codex Committee on Residues of Veterinary Drugs in Foods
CCFA - Codex Committee on Food Additives

CCPR - Codex Committee on Pesticide Residues

CCFICS - Codex Committee on Food Import and Export Inspection and Certification Systems
CCNFSDU - Codex Committee on Nutrition and Foods for Special Dietary Uses
CCFL - Codex Committee on Food Labelling

I Delegation participants

¥ ¥
Category Affiliate organization
1 L ]

Comments, CRD,

Proposals, etc. Participation frequency

18 countries of the Arab region:

poodiooooodiopooou

Algeria
Bahrain
Egypt

Iraq

Jordan
Kuwait
Lebanon
Libya
Mauritania
Morocco
Oman

Qatar

Saudi Arabia
Sudan

Syria

Tunisia
United Arab Emirates
Yemen
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Participation at Codex meetings

CCCF CCNFSDU CCPR
90 90 90
80 80 80
70 70 70
60 60 60
50 o 50 50
74 70
40 P 40 I 66 61 68 65 69 40
Sy 57 57 59 57857051
30 50 g 48 49 W 49 52 30 55 30 -
43 42 44 47 @ 45
20 20 20
10 B8 10 10
0 - RA KX e P I P U 0 I SH7H3Heclcls030s07 , 1H K K vl ki 78 8 ¥ 7
2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021
B Arab countries I Other countries CAC CAC
18

180

160

140

Arab_countries
Bl ~csent
B Frecen:

Number of countries

120
100
151 L
80 131 132
R 106 110 118 114 121
40
20
0 14 14 16 17 11 Q 14 11 13

ZOi) 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 20 | | | | | | | | | | | |
2010 2011 2012 2012 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021
“ear
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All Arab Country Delegations Present at Codex Meetings

CAC CCMFSDU CCCF CCPR

@ w @ w
2 & 2 &
£ £ £ £
g 5 5 s Arab_countries.
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E 5 E 5 .
=z =z =z =z
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B = = £
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“ear rear “Year “Year
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Example of Two Active Members

Egypt Morocco
20 20
phsbbobat.] | J
0 mBEls Al sillasl
2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021
BCAC_| mCAC P B CAC_| mCAC_P

8 8
6 6 Increase of interest
4 4
’ .l .l .l l ’ _ ‘
. n , —— _——

2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021

W CCNFSDU_| m CCNFSDU_P B CCNFSDU_| m CCNFSDU_P

10 10

Virtual meetings
NS

5 ‘ . l l l l l 5 _l _l ] J ] j j 2 opportunities to more participants
’ = 0 - -l -l - More « people » are informed

2010 2011 2012 2013 2014

018 2019 2020 20 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 20

W CCCF_| mCCCF_P W CCCF_| mCCCF_P

| : Interventions/mentions Being active without being present at the meeting

P : Number of Delegation participants
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\ / How Can we Bolster

Participation and
N —_—— -~ Effective Participation in

M a Sustainable Fashion?

How Do we enhance National Codex Programs?

Why is the level of involvement different
between countries from the Region
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