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PART 1
Why Harmonize 
Food Standards?



Food: A Needed, Heavily Traded Commodity…

Food Security : An Ongoing Challenge

By 2050 the World Population will reach an 
estimated 9.6 Billion individuals

UN report 2013: World population prospects: 
the 2013 Revision – Highlights and advance tables, 
Working paper N0 ESA/P/WP228, UN Department 
of Economic and Social Affairs, Population Division, NY

Food is One of the Most Traded Commodities

2 Trillion Dollars of Food traded internationally (Codex website, 2021) 
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A Multinational Loaf
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Many food ingredients from a number of countries



Consumer Expectations

A safe, nutritious, high quality, abundant, 
affordable, and varied food supply

Governments operate effective food 
control systems

Imported foods are produced to 
acceptable food standards comparable to 

domestic products
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International Standards : Leadership for Change 
Served the international community for close to 6 decades : 

 Leveling the playing field between nations

 Addressing emerging issues

 Supporting consumer protection and removing undue impediments to trade 

Led the way in transforming food regulatory measures : 

 Developing and Adopting Risk Analysis Principles

 Leading role in :

o Allergen management

o GMO assessment

o Nutrition labeling requirements 

 Addressing Emerging issues : 

o Assessment of radionuclides

o Addressing Melamine incident, etc.
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Joint FAO/WHO Food Standards Program

FAO and WHO collaborated to establish a joint food standards 
program

The program consists of three independent 
but complementary elements:

1. Scientific Advice

2. A standards setting body (Codex Alimentarius Commission)

3. Capacity building/technical assistance
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What is Codex?

The Codex Alimentarius Commission (Codex)

Is an intergovernmental body established in 1963

Currently consists of 188 member countries and 
one member organization (EU) = 189 members 

Members vs. Observers: 239 Observers -
59 IGOs, 164 NGOs, 16 UN.
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What Does Codex Do?
The Codex Alimentarius Commission is 

mandated to develop international food 
standards to :

 Protect the health of consumers

 Ensure fair practices in the food trade

o E.g.: Fraud, misinformation, misrepresentation

Coordinate all food standards work at 
the international level
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How Does Codex Do Its Work?

Codex develops its standards, guidelines and recommendations through the use of subsidiary bodies.

Codex has 4 types of subsidiary bodies, each hosted by a member country, established to carry out its work:

1. General subject or “Horizontal” Committees

 Relevance for all food commodities

 E.g. Codex Committee on Food Labelling (CCFL)

 E.g. Codex Committee on Food Additives (CCFA)

2. Commodity specific or “Vertical” Committees:

Develop standards for specific foods or classes of food  

 E.g. Codex Committee on Fats and Oils (CCFO)      

 E.g. Codex Committee on Fish and Fishery Products (CCFFP)

3. Ad Hoc Intergovernmental Task Forces

Time limited and address emerging issues

4. FAO/WHO Regional Coordinating Committees
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Importance of Codex: Sanitary and Phytosanitary Measures Agreement

Sanitary and Phytosanitary Measures Agreement (SPS 
Agreement) – Protects Human/Animal/Plant Health 

SPS Key linkages to Codex: 
 SPS identifies Codex standards & guidelines as 

international benchmark.

 Measures taken by countries that “conform to” Codex 
standards are “presumed” to be consistent with SPS 
obligations;

 Members are strongly encouraged to base their national 
measures on international standards (where they exist);

 Members invited to participate in relevant International 
standard Setting Bodies (ISSBs) to the greatest extent 
possible. 
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We owe to Codex the Scientific Foundations of Decisions
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One of the Largest Forum for International Collaboration 

- Leveling the Playing Field in Food 
Regulatory Oversight 
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The Level of 
Engagement in 

Codex is 
Representative of 

the Level of 
Maturity of the 

Food Control System

Codex

Food 
Control 
Systems



Improving Performance of the National Codex Program Capacity

One of the Objectives to Enhance Food Control Systems
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Availability of Tools to Assess the Performance of Codex Programs



Methodology Followed to Assess Performance / Participation
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Use of Codex Committee Reports: 

 Accessible, 

 Consistent Information 

Assess the Level of Participation in 
Codex Proceedings from the Region

Quantitatively 

Qualitatively, based on type of interventions



Why is Participation a Good Indicator
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Supports Continued Engagement

 To Anticipate changes in standards and 
adapt the national regulations

 To exchange information and 
share views on food safety and quality issues.

Being part of the decision making-process

 Presenting the Country Position

Making sure that the international standards accounts for the national reality

 Proposing changes or new standards to the benefit of the country, region, 
and/or agrifood production Sector – Supports the Development of the Sector
and Market Access Opportunities



Methodology Applied

Systematic review of meeting reports from 2010 to 2021:
 CCCF - Codex Committee on Contaminants in Foods

 CCRVDF - Codex Committee on Residues of Veterinary Drugs in Foods

 CCFA - Codex Committee on Food Additives

 CCPR - Codex Committee on Pesticide Residues

 CCFICS - Codex Committee on Food Import and Export Inspection and Certification Systems

 CCNFSDU - Codex Committee on Nutrition and Foods for Special Dietary Uses

 CCFL - Codex Committee on Food Labelling
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Interventions/mentions

Category

Comments, CRD, 
Proposals, etc.

Delegation participants

Affiliate organization

Participation frequency

18 countries of the Arab region:
 Algeria
 Bahrain
 Egypt
 Iraq
 Jordan
 Kuwait
 Lebanon
 Libya
 Mauritania
 Morocco
 Oman
 Qatar
 Saudi Arabia
 Sudan
 Syria
 Tunisia
 United Arab Emirates
 Yemen



Participation at Codex meetings 
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All Arab Country Delegations Present at Codex Meetings 
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Level of interest for

 CAC
 CCNFSDU
 CCCF
 CCPR
 CCFL
 CCRVDF
 CCFA



Example of Two Active Members
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Being active without being present at the meeting

Virtual meetings
↘ $
↗ opportunities to more participants
→ More « people » are informed

Increase of interest

I  : Interventions/mentions
P : Number of Delegation participants



Other Country Examples
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I  : Interventions/mentions
P : Number of Delegation participants
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Future Work
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Why is the level of involvement different
between countries from the Region

How Do we enhance National Codex Programs?

How Can we Bolster
Participation and 
Effective Participation in 
a Sustainable Fashion?
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